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EDITORIALS

Decidedly Timely

In a resent release of his widely read col
umn, Roger W, Babson supplies adyice on the
automobile parking problem that is decidedly
timely for Torrance.

Mr, Babson calls the merchants “the life-
blood of every city” and warns that communi-
ties failing to “buy or condemn property for
parking are making a great mistake.”

Torrance certainly has reached a time for
decision, In view of the tremendous population
growth the community has had in the past
several years, further inaction could prove a
serious threat to community progress. The
city as a whole would suffer most extensively
If there is retrogression in the central shop-
ping district and this can result when shop-
pers are inconvenienced.

Says Mr. Babson: “Citles which now do not
buy or condemn property needed for parking
are making a great mistake, The longer they
walt, the more the needed property will cost.
Munieipal governments which are delaying
this work because some influential family or
obstinate church objects are handicapping
most of the merchants and are driving trade
away. Owners of all business real estate will
suffer. Yet these merchants are the lifeblood
of every city.”

To our knowledge some of the larger pro-
perty owners in Torrance have come forward
with libéeral, non-profit offers to do their part
in solving the local situation, In this they
ghould have the gratitude and co-operation of
the community. Certainly, it will be far better
for the present business area to improve and
expand than for several shopplng areas to
grow up on a hit or miss basis, They may be
a temporary stopgap; but, they are not the
long range solution to the problem.

Respect Learning

This is the season when young men and

A Serious Thought

The present Torrance business section has
much room for further expansion, It can and
must provide for the shopping needs of this
community for many years to eome, There is
not now, and will not be for some years to
come, even partlal use of the facllities at hand,
Just as in every other community that has
grown fast, there is room for improvement.
But, lly, the with gh
need not look too far beyond the present busi-
ness center and its immedjate fringe areas—
notably T b for Immediat:
needs. ?
There are strong arguments for expansion
of present shopping areas, not the least of
which is the safety of slow-moving traffic.
Shopping centers, placed haphazardly on main
highways, present a very real threat to the
safety of women shoppers. Traffic in con-
gasted areas, such as Torrance, is slowed
down to a safe speed and women and their
children can alight from cars without the ever
present fear of fast moving traffie, Irrespece
tive of the size of a new shopping center—
deluxe ag it may be—it still dces not offer the
varlety of a center like Torrance which has
developed over a long period of time.

More parking lots are needed in Torrance.
One way to buy them and assure hundreds of
additional spaces for cars, is to Install park-
Ing meters, It is inevitable that some objec-
tions meet any proposal for change or progress
and Torrance's efforts to meet the problem
will be no exception. This helghtens the need
for courageous and farsighted leadership in
charting the city's future,

On Sunburn

At the rui« of being considered a pessimist,

this writer the of
hority on the timely topie of sunburn.

women with Impressive deg are | ding
the fields of husiness and industry. It {s a
good time for all of us not,to underestimate
their intelligence,

Too many people take every opportunity to
say smart things about the men and women
of book intelligence, implying that it is fome-
thing amusing, something to make wise-cracks
about,

No problem of the world will be soived
by emotion. No great benefit comes to the
world except by change, Thousands of experi-
ments would have been valueless without a
trained mind to read their messages and
evaluate them tiuthfully,

It is all right for those of us who have had
it through the years, to take pride in our ex-
perience. We like to think these years have
been a distinet asset to us, However, lot us
not under estimate the value of book intelll-
gence—the kind of intelligence recognized on
the sheepskin,

Experience and intelligence together will
solve many problems that neither, alone, can

Frankly, we have been impressed with the
quality of the surf

that might concelvably be exposed to some-
thing brighter than the flash bulbs of am-
bitious cameramen-—and women. We can't help
but be a little worried about sunburn,

Now the vagaries of this season have, to
all tical purposes, the
problem, There have been many more sunless
days, in the mornings at least, than Torrance
ordinarlly knows, yet, we're told by experts,
it 18 not always the brightness of the day that
causes fatal burns. On slightly overcast days,
the solar rays can fllter through and be as
powerful ag the bright sunlight.

We do not know too much about the rays
of the sun other than that they are extremely
powerful, Some patients are exposed to the
rays of the sun for treatment, especially lung
victims, but it is safe to assume that if bene-
ficlal results can be secured, there is always
the possibility of harmful effects,

The subject of sunburn brings up the topic
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Doctors Answer
June 21, 1054,
Hditor,

Where the Health and safety
of the community is concerned,
as it is in the matter of Hospi
tal facilities, it i not a partisan
or a personal matter and selfish
interest should be set aside. In
their place, should be presented
the facts involved in the hospi~

for
be with
0

It reque;
ssarlly th
possible to make it conform to
the standards set up by the
Bureau of Hospitals of the De-
partment of Health of the State
of California in regard to hos-
pital construction, Therefore, it
cannot be used in any way as a
hospital and is In no way quali-
fied for present or future hospl.
tal needs,

Under the terms of the Jared
Sidney Torrance Trust, hospital

and specifically the proposed
1 of the Torrance Me-

of type and

handle, The man without elther is
badly. He who pokes fun at the man who
carries the evidence of faithful completion of
formal education {5 as foollsh as the man or
woman who thinks the diploma is the open
sesame to all opportunity.

Real Goodwill

worrance Rotarians last week were given a

graphie portrayal of the work of Goodwill In.

Blendes eunburn easily while brunettes simply
tan, Our photographers tell us that in Tor-
rance we have variety but, they hastily add,
they are all beautiful and, to their knowledge,
they reflect the alltogether pleasing climate
we enjoy.

Travel Record Seen

This summer will see new records set in

morlal Hospltal, ave of vital in-
tevest to everyone dn this entire
community, we believe that
every cltizen has a right to the
facts. No one can be expected
to form an accurate opinion
based upon the statements re-
cently published, so many of
which have no basis In fact,
are grossly misleading, and
were apparently published by
misinformed persons,

dustries, an organization that has done mucn
to ald the handicapped and make them feel as
though they were important threads in the
fabric of productive liie,

With the ald of color sound motion pictures,
the Rotarlans saw people at work, who had
suffered crippling misfortune, apparently
cheerful and hopeful.

This is real rehabllitation at work, Next
time you are asked to help Goodwill Industries
do so with the assurance that you are helping
a great cause, )

November 11th no longer will be ¥nown as
Armistice Day, following recent signing of a
bill by President Hisenhower officlally desig-
nating it “Veteran's Day"”, Thus the day will
honor American service veterans of all wars,

Congratulations to Olveta Culp Hobby for
the elimination of some 238 security risks, in
cluding 114 suspected subversives, from her
Department of Health, Education and Welfare,
Here is a campalgn promise that is belng kept,

42t in af

The Torrance Memorial

the American Automoblle Assoclation, At least
60 mililons of people will take to the highways
during the next three months, an increase of
ten percent over last year,

Southern California expects to get its
share of travelers and it is reasonable that
milllons will look over our local beach areas,
These vacationers are expected to spend six
billlon dollars; some of which will find its way
into the coffers of local refineries,

OFFERED 4 BOHOLARSHIPS

Tiverton, R, I, — John P, Moloney, 17, is
finding that being a smart fellow has its com-
plications, An honor student at De LaBalle
Academy, Newport, Moloney won a naval
ROTC scholarship entitling him to choose from
52 colleges, with tuition and books pald and
$60-a-month subslstence, 80 he filed applioa:
tlons at Brown, Harvard, Yale and Princeton,
He has recelved replies from all four—offering
him full scholarships, The sholoe is now up to
him,
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Pital, @ Toirpiont st i
was donated In 1924 by the
heles of Jarqd Sldney Torrance,
and as the original trust pro-
vides, 18 governed by a board of
directors chosen by the Hospital
Assoclation. The Hospital Asso-
clation is composed of a group
of Interested local citizens and
membership is open by applica-
tion to the Hospital Board. The
hoard must specifically consist
of three women, four business-
men, and two doctors, all of
whom serve on a voluntary
basls, This board has through
the years done an excellent job
of governing the hospital and
has expanded the facilities in
keeping with the needs of the
community and the finances
available, The original hospital
of 25 beds has been expanded
twlcej first to 41 beds, and
later to 68 beds, These expan-
glons have been carried out
without request for community
funds, Now, with the unprece-

tal needs of the and  expanslon 1s entirely a function

the ble ways of it and a ibility of the

‘these needs. board and not of the Hospital
Because of hospital facilities, Staff,

The proposed hospital expan-
sion provides for an additional
number of parking spaces as
required by the city ordinance.

There {s no reason to believe
that the proposed hospital ex-
pansion will be other than a
artistic bullding, and 1t is
favored by a large majority of
the affected property owners on
both sides of ‘the street in.
front of the hospital,

In vegard to future needs, it
is realized a hospital of 99 beds
is 1 to serve this en-
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tients, and in these two rooms
there are delivered 180 to 160
.mothers per month, Bince it is
impossible to regulate mater-
nity cases in regard to the exact
time of delivery, occasionally
there have been as many as
nine expectant mothers in labor
at one time with only maternity
facilitles of two rooms, The
United States has the lowest
obstetrical mortality in the
world, largely due to the fact
that most mothers are deliverad
in well regulated hospitals, Ade-
quate care is at best difficult
under these present conditlons,
It should be mentioned that the
labor and delivery rooms are at
present in the same wing with
the operating rooms, and the
hospital has been ordered by
the State Health Department to
remove them from this location,
Also, there are at present only
sixteen maternity beds which
means some mothers must re-
turn home immediately after de-
livery and many must do so
within 24 to 48 hours, A mini.
mum of 24 maternity beds is
nfeded and in the proposed type
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IS ALASKA READY FOR
STATEHOOD?
Juneau, Alaska

1 have just come from the in-
terior of Alaska to the pictur-
esque southeast coast, contin®
uing my lectures through An-
chorage, Ketchikan and Alas-
ka's capitol of Juneau, In this
stretch of sdme thougand miles
you get an impression of two
different Alaskas in natural
beauty, climate and grassroots
thinking. Interior Alaska, with
the hub at Fairbanks, could be
compared to the rugged fron:
tier towns of Fargo or Grand
Forks, where winter tempera:
tures reach 60 below zero, The
majestic Alaska Range and Mt
MeKinley, highest in North Am-
erica, are close by, forming an
unending pattern of virgin, na-
tural beauty unspoiled by the
necessitles or excesses of hu:
man expansions, This Is the
newer, less developed part of
Alaska and the least populated.
On the southeast coast, from
‘Anchorage to Ketchikan, win-
ter tempferatures average
around zero and form an arc
conigisting of one of the most
picturesque coastlines I ever
saw anywhere in the world,
From the magnificent' glaclers
to the breathtaking relief of
snow-covered mountains, islandg
and sea, it ls a maturalist's
paradise unsurpassed by any-
thing I ever saw in my travels
around the globe, This is the
oldest and most populated part
of Alaska and the center of its

interests economically in roads,
law enforcement, and geieral
waterways, reciprocities, whicl
are possible between uiutwu
bordering on each other. Thiesc
are the most important ohjec
tions I heard in Alaska agiinst
statﬁ-hood.

The Case for Statehocd

Those in favor of statehood
present moral ag well as ceon:
omic reasons:

1, It hurts their pride to be
considered 23 ‘second-class’ cit:
izens fot 86 years, while pay
ing the same Income taxes as
the citizens of the 48 states,
but unable to vote In a presi
dentlal election.

2. The population of Alaska
is now greater than that of 28
states at the time of their ad:
mittance into the Unlon, It i
Inherent, in the American sys:
tem of government that terri:
torlal status implies a promnise o
of statehood, but not yet ful @
filled, The Northwest Ordinanc
of 1787, setting up the terms
of statehood, called for a popu &
lation of 60,000 and Alaska ha: 5
more than twice that many
now.

8, The Territory of Alaska is
now under the power of the
Becretary of the Interlor, who
rules by executive order under
a bureaucracy thousands  of
miles from Alaska, Expansion i
of natural resources ls prevent.
ed by tight federal laws, poli-
tieg, under rules of ‘coricrva-

political, and
lifeline,
Most Alaskans Want Statehopd
For grassroots reaction on the
controversial subject of state-
hood, this reporter sought out
official and non-official opinion,
the pros and cong from govern®
ment officials, such as my host
in Juneau, Alaska's popular At.
torney General, J, Gerald Wil
liams; Alaska's Treasurer, pio-
neer Henry Roden, who came to
Alaska 52 years ago from his
native Switzerland; able Alex-
ander Baird, director of Alas-
ka's Development Bureau in Ju-
neau; Mrs, Ladessa Nordale,
Federal Commissioner, Dr, H. I.
Baggen, and Dr, Patty, Presi-
dent of the noted University of
Alaska, all of Fairbanks. I spent
an evening in the dream lodge-
home of Rohert Atwood, influ-
ential publisher and editor of
Alaska's great newspaper, “An-
chorage Times," who has de-
voted so much of his time and
talents to the cause of state.
hood. Another evening with
friendly Norman Brown, pub-
lisher and editor of the “An-
chorage News,” who sincerely

tion’, to the encour
agement of the ploneers of Am
erica who were allowed to as
sume private ownerghlp of re.
sources for thelr immediate de-
velopment,

4. Alaskang can pay the cost
of statehood If allowed to de
velap their own resouces
through private initiative, Such
a step would increase the pop-!
ulation, investments, trade and™=
the income from Alaska's en-
ormous underground wealth.

5. Those n favor of atate
hood submit an annual buiget
under statehood of some $10,
000,000, about $8,000,000 less
than the figure of the opposi:
tion, These advocates produce
other statistics that indicate
that with some federal assis-
tance during. their ‘growing
paing' of statéhaod, Alaska can
well pay its way in a short
time,

Statehood and
Washington Polities ¥ /
This - reporter discovered in i
Washington (what Informed A-

witm.

takes the position that Alaska
. cd _seab “wander faw etatahnnd

e COMMUNILY, Ana youi i

tion {s called to the fact that
members of the medical profes.
gion have started proceedings
to form a hospital district and
to erect a hospital centrally lo-
cated between Torrance and the
beach cities. This movement
was started well over two years
ago and it will be three to five
more years, if not longer, be-
fore it materializes. An ade-
quate hospltal of this type will
cost about four million dollars.
In the meantime, people get
sick, bables are born and emer-
gencles arise, The Torrance Me-
morial Hospital, which has ren-
dered excellent’ service to the
community with its limited fa-
cilities, could do much better
with 86 additional beds, Based
on the present average length
of hospital stay, 88 additional
heds would enable the hospital
to serve 216 additional patients
per month, Based on present
and expected growth, by the
time 1t 1s ble to erect a

dented growth of the
ity, there 1§ need for additional
beds and equipment, and the
Hospital Board is endeavoring
to furnish these additional fa-
cllities,

This Frolon& proposed expan-
slon will increase the hospital to
a capacity of 99 beds, which 15
a minimum size for most effl-
clent hospital operation. The
Torrance Hospital can never
praticably be expanded more be-
cause of state regulations gov-
erning type of construction of
hospitals of more than 100 beds.
The proposed addition involves
enlarging of the surgical wing,
expansion of the operating
rooms ,and construction of an
entire new maternity wing, The
maternity wing is required to
meet the State Health Depart:
ment standards, The cost will
be approximately $375,000 and
the financing will be handled as

heertofore by the Hospital
board,
The old Christian Church

building adjoining the hospital,
which was constructed before
the days of bullding restrie.
tlons, has been carefully studled
by the Hospital Board and the
hospital and 1t is im-

larger hospital, this southwest
arca will need both the ex-
panded Torrance Hospital and
the new one, According to the
State Health Department sur-
vey, thig area is at present the
third most critical in the state,
in regard to shortage of hospi*
tal beds,

Many months ago, both the
Tprrance  Memorial  Hospital
Board .and Hospital Staff inves-
tigated carefully the desivability
of acquiring the Christian
Church property, It was decided
that, since it 1s feasible to ex-
pand to the 99-bed limit on the
present hogpital property, the
health needs of the community
would be benefited more by in
vestment of hospital facllities
and equipment used direetly in
the care of patients than by in-
yvestment in additional ground,
namely the Christian Church lot,

The propoged hospital addi~
tion will provide .conslderable
gpace not regularly used for
beds, which will be available
for use in case of major dis.
aster,

In the present hospital, there
are only two rooms for labor
and dellvery of maternity pa-

ber of maternity beds h’ limited
to 26% of the total,

The request for variange
made through the usual chan-
nels by the Hospital Board in
order to begln construction of
the additions provides for ex-
tending  the two wings closer
to the front property line than
ayerage, App)lca{)lon for a vari
ance {8 a normal, frequeht and
proper procedure. After two
hearings and a thorough investi-
gation ‘'the Torrance City Plan-
ning Commission recommended
this variance,

It is hoped that these pertin-
ent facts will bring support to
the efforts of the Torrance Me-
morlal Hospital Board In secur-
ing the necessary variance for
these badly needed additional
hospital facilities.

Respectfully submitted,
TORRANCE MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL STAFF AD.
VISORY BUILDING
COMMITTEE
Gerald M, Bastham, M.D,,

Chlef of Staff

Kugene 1, Cook, M.D,
George C, Anderson, M.D,
John W, Beeman, M.D.

By: Howard A Wood, M.D,

Chairman of Committee.

Emily and Mabel , . . by Angelo

“You should get on payroll
savings for plenty of US.
Bonds—they've helped millions
get to !Iu{ base!”

f-nedb-Seabready
Also with clvic minded citizens
guch as my host in Ketehlkan,
distinguished surgeon Dr
Dwight Cramer; Miss Geneva
Hubbard, President, Toastmis
tress Club; Rev. Frank Walkup,
pastor of the Preshyterian
Church in Anchorage, and many
others, up and down the social
ladder of the Territory,

My impressions and conclu-
gions are that most Alaskans
prefer statehood. I found very
few who opposed to statehood
as a permanent policy, the maj~
ority of those in opposition
holding the opinion that Alaska
is not yet ready economically
to carry the financiul load for
statehood at the present time,
Every sign Indicates, however,
that if a referendum was tak-
en on the question today, the
majority of Alaska's cltizens
would support statehood for
reagons of personal pride more
than anything else.

Objections to Statehood

The case agalnst statehood
now is based on these reasons:

1, It now costs the people of
Alaska about $18,000,000 an
nually to operate the Territor-
ial Government of Alaska and
under statehood this would in
crease to mbout $27,000,000, a
back-breaking tax load for less
than 150,000 citizen.

2, The great distances in Alas.
ka require abnormal costs in
the operation of such agencies
as health, welfare, roads, edu.
cation, law enforcement, ete,
which under gtatehood would
increase even more.

8, It may take years for Alas.
ka to develop its potential re.
sources and the burden of high-
er taxatlion under statchood
may deter rather than encour-
age risk canital from invest.
ment in Alaska,

4. Under the present tervitorl
torlal status the U, 8. Govern.

ment malntalng 2 speclal {n+
terest in Alaska and gpends
much money, which it would

not do If it were a state,
b, Alagka Is too remote from
the States to develop mutual

laskans already know) that
statohond _docs nat _ontesle ==
hinge on Alaska's “right to be o )

state”. . , on Its “people's pre
ferences”, , , . or in the “cbill
ty to finance state govern
ment,” but also on Impor.ant
political implications, Right
now the ‘word’ I heard going
around in Washington's Repub
lican  ‘cloak-rooms’ on Alaska
statehood can be summed down
in one sentence: The Repibli-
cang fear that statehood may
bring to Washington two Iwm(’
ocratic senators and one Demo
cratie: representative, On the
determination of that quesiion
probably more than any other
it seems to this reporter, the
fate of Alagka's statelood
rests today.

Weo saw in Alaska an aver
onefifth the size of the Unlted
States without equal in natural
beauty in all the 48 states , , .
we Saw a territory unsurpasyed G
in potential resources and de ;
velopment , , , we saw a virlle
ploneer spirit im its peopls, so

conspleuously absent In  the
smug and indifferent a&tate
slde world , , , and we dissov-

ered a paternallstic and humil
lating Washington attitude to
ward the people of Alaska
which was neither the original
intent of those who wigely ac
quired it for the Natlon, nor
of those in government who fo!
86 years encouraged Arieri
can oltizens to sacrifice and ex
plore the wilderness, risk end
ploneer its development in the
American spirit for prom!sed
statehood and for the nationa! i
good,

The cholce of utnwhnn.’ l'
should rest with the peoplo ol |
Alaska and not With the ‘pecple’ A
in Washington, At & time v hen
the Federal Treasury can af: |
ford billions in gifts to develoy
s0 much of the outside world, |
it ean well afford to financc Al ! }
agka's statehood until such
time as the new state can ‘
carry its own welght, This will
remove the one main ebjection i
and unite the people of Alaska i
in support of the 40th state,



